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PHOTOGRAPHERS/PARTICIPANTS:
• These environmental family portraits will be made by 
emerging documentary photographers across Australia. It is 
anticipated that 3 to 4 photographers will submit a series of 
single portraits, or mini photo essays of family life (city and 
country) from each Australian state.

• An initial expression of interest will be canvassed from the 
Australian photographers who took part in the 2010 Magnum 
Photography Workshop in Fremantle, WA.

• If there is an Australian state that does not have a Magnum 
photography workshop participant interested in taking part 
in the project, participation in the project will be by invitation 
to select documentary photographers from that particular 
missing state..

PROCESS:
• Each participating photographer will be asked to spend 12 
months creating a new body of work depicting “contemporary 
family life in Australia” as they see it, within their state. It is 
anticipated that the project will commence in July this year.

• It will be expected that photographs will include both city 
and country “family life”.

• It will be necessary to have model release for all photographs 
made, and for all texts that accompany photographs. A model 
and text release will be provided.

• A date will be nominated in advance for all photographers to 
submit their images for final selection into the exhibition. How 
these are to be submitted is yet to be decided.

• A prominent Australian documentary photographer, AND/
OR AN ADVISORY PANEL (yet to be decided) will be asked 
to curate the final selection of images for the exhibition and 
book publication. Each photographer and each state will be 
represented…

• Each participating photographer may submit a series of 
single images or a selection of mini photo essays of “family 
life” for either the exhibition, and the book publication.

• Each “family” photographed is to be given the opportunity to 
write a brief narrative (3 to 4 lines) to accompany the images 
taken of them. This text will be used in the book publication, 
and may be used for the multimedia presentation.

• An essay will be written to accompany the book publication. 
The author of the essay is yet to be decided.

OUTCOME OF THIS PROJECT:
The aim of this project is to create a significant body of work for:

• an exhibition in 2012, which will then become a travelling 
exhibition.

• a book publication

• a multimedia presentation

• a visual document that depicts the personal, private, historical 
and socio-cultural representation of Australian family life as it is 
today.

SUBMISSIONS WILL BE MADE TO:
• exhibit the photographs in the 2012 Foto Freo WA.

• a Gallery in each Australian state to showcase the work, so that 
it becomes a traveling exhibition around Australia.

• a funding body to assist with the costs for these events 
(framing, printing, transportation, etc).

• a funding body to assist with the costs of the book publication. 
If one is not forthcoming, then using Blurb books is an option 
for publication.

To confirm your participation in this project, please contact 
Dawne Fahey on 0421858191 or 0299393803 or drop me an 
email @ dawne@dawnefahey.com with your name & state.

All information in this document is Copyright 2010 Dawne Fahey 
© and may not be reproduced or used without her express written 
permission.

PRELUDE:
When we think of the typical Australian family, we need to ask what typical really means. That is the aim of this project.

THE PROJECT:
The aim of this project is to dispel the image of the typical Australian family, and construct the social-cultural landscape of 
contemporary family life (or relationships) in Australia. Participating photographers will make environmental portraits, which 
reflect the diverse range, nature and culture of family life & relationships found in Australian society today. Interpretation of this 
brief is quite liberal. Examples of family life and relationships may include but is not limited to the nuclear family, single parent, 
same-sex, blended families, no children families, adoptive families, and/ or no parent families. They may include portraits from 
a diverse range of cultures and/or indigenous families, or, they may include traces of what was once family life and is no more.  
The photographers may also document individual self-identity within the family group, and their community, or document the 
structure of the family and nature of family relationships with their friends and colleagues. How often have your heard someone 
say, “my family are not my blood relations…………!!!”.


